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Background to the organisation

Northern Ireland Women’s Aid Federation was established in 1978. Our ultimate
aim is to eliminate domestic violence. Through our work we challenge the
attitudes and beliefs that perpetuate domestic violence and we seek to promote
healthy and non-abusive relationships. All local Women's Aid groups in Northern
Ireland form our membership.

Jointly the core work of NIWAF and its ten local Women’'s Aid member groups is:

* To provide a range of support services to enable women who are leaving
a violent situation to rebuild their lives.

¢ To educate and inform the public, media, courts, social services and other
agencies of the impacts and effects of domestic violence.

* To advise and support all relevant agencies in the development of
domestic violence policies, protocols and service delivery.

+ To work in partnership with all relevant agencies to ensure a ‘joined up’
response to domestic violence.

International standards on gender-based violence

The 2001 draft from the Commission contained a clause about prevention and
elimination of gender based violence:

‘The State shall take all appropriate measures to prevent and eliminate all forms
of violence against women and girls whether physical, mental or emotional.’

[2001 proposals; Section 8 C1, Progressing a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland,
App 2, p. 120].

We deeply regret that the clause has now been taken out of the present draft.
With it has gone any acknowledgement of the problem of gender-based violence
in the new draft.

In the light of a vast and growing body of evidence, we are surprised and
concerned that the commission feel that a robust defence of a separate clause is
not possible.

UN conferences, meetings, international instruments and treaties, publications,
statistics and indicators have all shown that violence against women is
systematic, widespread and tolerated. International standards include the 1979
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), to which the UK government has signalled its commitment even in
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