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Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (Northern frefand ) Human Righis versus Reproduciive Rights

1. Introduction

If human rights are to be genuinely promoted in Northern Ireland then those rights must be protected from
the time human life begins until natural death occurs. The growing pressures on the people of Northern
Ireland to accept measures, which undermine that protection by overturning ancient medical and legal standards,
should therefore be a matter of great concern to everyone.

The proposed adoption of sexual and reproductive rights (specifically Section 15 Social, economic
and environmental rights, version 2, clause (2)(b) of the right to health care) threatens to: undermine
the value of the human rights; discredit the Bill of Rights; and to override the democratic will of the

people of Northern Ireland.

For these reasons version 2 and version 3 of Section 15 should be considered unacceptable and removed
from future drafts of the Bill of Rights.

2. What are reproductive rights?
Section 15 Social, economic and environmental rights, version 2, clause (2)(b) states:

Everyone has the right to have equal and free access to sexual and reproductive health care
and to information and education relating to sexual and reproductive matiers at all levels,
free of coercion, discrimination or violence.

As the Commission has not defined sexual and reproductive health care, it is necessary to examine what
is usually meant by these terms.

In the run up to the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, terms such
as ‘reproductive health” and ‘sexual and reproductive health and rights’ began to appear in UN documents.
When asked what these terms meant officials quoted the World Health Organisation’s Technical Definitions
and Commentary booklet. Listed among genuine health measures for women, ‘reproductive health’ was
said to include ‘fertility regulation.” This in turn included ‘interruption of unwanted pregnancy’, in other
words, abortion.

In 1994, the WHO Director-General, Mr Hiroshi Nakajima, stressed the new terminology was aimed at
embracing all aspects of women’s sexual life, not just their health status linked to their capacity to
have children referred to in ‘primary health care’ and ‘maternal and child care.” These new terms apply
to any procedure, which can also be used by single women, surrogate mothers, lesbians etc, including abortion,
artificial insemination, in vitro fertilisation, sterilisation and so on.

Dr Nafis Sadik, as the executive Director of UNFPA, said in 1997:

The fact is that women have been trapped. Reproduction is used, consciously or not, as a
means to control women, to limit their options and to make them subordinate to men. In
many societies a serious approach to reproductive health has 1o have this perspective in
mind. We must seek to liberate women.

The Commission’s commentary on Section 15 fails to make clear the significance of clause (2)(b). If adopted this
clause could be used to liberalise Northern Ireland’s abortion laws, The provisions of Section 18 (3) would
allow lobby groups to bring Court proceedings on the pretext that our current laws breach the sexual and
reproductive rights contained in the Bill of Rights.

The inclusion of the clause in the updated draft also reverses the Commission's position set out in Making
a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland: A Summary, by placing the abortion issue with the judiciary rather
than elected representatives.

The issue of women's rights in respect of reproduction, and especially the issue of abortion,
has been one of the most controversial in the Commission’s consultation to date. The
Commission has concluded thar it would be inappropriate for i 1o suggest that the issue
should be resolved by the Bill of Righis; it is best dealt with by specific legislation drafted by
democratically elected representatives.!
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