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Introduction
Include Youth promotes best practice with young people at risk of social exclusion.

We achieve this through the development and promotion of resources, the provision
of training, information and support of practitioners and organisations. We also
undertake activities which attempt to influence public policy and public awareness

locally and nationally.

Amongst the young people at risk with whom, and on whose behalf Include Youth
works are young people from socially disadvantaged areas, those with a learmning
disability, those with special needs, those who have been truanting, suspended or
expelled from school, those from a care background, those who have had a negative
parenting experience, young people who have committed or are at risk of committing
crime, misusing drugs or alcohol, undertaking unsafe sexual behaviour or other

harmful activities, or of being harmed themselves.

General Comments

Include Youth, as you will be aware, have been involved with and supportive of the
Human Rights Commission’s work on advising the Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland on a Bill of Rights, since this was first mooted in 1998. We made a
substantial submission to the Commission’s consultation ‘Making a Bill of Rights for
Northern Ireland’ in 2001, which we have enclosed for your ease of reference. In
addition, we participated in two of the Working Groups established to advise the
Commission in drawing up its advices to Government in relation to a draft Bill of
Rights for Northern Ireland, those looking at Children and Young People and
Criminal Justice. Moreover, we supported the participation of a range of children and

young people at risk in direct consultation on this very important issue.

Furthermore, Include Youth is an active member of both the Children and Young
People’s Sector Bill of Rights Group and the Human Rights Consortium.

Update Report — A step backwards
As an organisation which promotes the rights and best interest of young people at
risk, Include Youth believes that a strong and inclusive Bill of Rights is essential to

promote and protect the rights of all our citizens, and our vulnerable children and



young people in particular. We have advocated strongly for a separate chapter on
children’s rights together with mainstreaming, due to the fact that children require
additional protection due to their particular vulnerability, a view which was taken by
the Commission in its 2001 Report.

We are therefore deeply concerned with the contents of the Commission’s most recent
publication, in respect of what appear to be the eroded protections afforded to children
and young people generally, and children in contact with the law in particular. As

you will know, upon receiving the current document we met with the Chief
Commissioner and Research Worker Ciarén O Maol4in to discuss our concerns in an
attempt to gain some understanding into the thinking behind what we consider to have
been a significant rolling back of children’s nights protections in the 2004 Update
Report. Unfortunately we remain unconvinced that these current provisions provide
necessary protection for children and young people in Northern Ireland, and indeed
we would go further to say that this document represents a step backwards rather than
forwards in the journey towards a comprehensive Bill of Rights for NL

It 1s not our intention to critigue the document section by section, suggesting how to
make improvements. As mentioned earlier, Include Youth participated in the
Commission’s Children and Young People’s Working Group, and believe that the
Report presented by this group to the Commission three years ago, outlines the
necessary protections for children and young people which should be contained in a
Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland. However, what we intend is to make some

broader comments on the issue.

Children’s Rights Eroded

We are concerned in particular by the extent to which children’s rights contained in
the 2001 document have been either fundamentally weakened or removed entirely
from the Update Report. Moreover we are less than convinced by the logic put
forward by the Commission to explain the apparent u-turn. The 2001 Document
contains a separate children’s rights chapter with 11 paragraphs delinating substantive
rights. [1] In addition, children’s rights are mentioned elsewhere throughout the

document.






