AGE CONCERN NORTHERN IRELAND
RESPONSE TO
Human Rights Commission update

Progressing a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland

1. Age Concern Northern Ireland (ACNI) is a national voluntary B
organisation committed through campaigning and service provision to
promoting the rights of all older people as active, involved and equal
citizens. ACNI seeks to further this aim through:

Providing Advice and Information

Advocacy and User Involvement

Campaigns

Community Development for Positive Ageing
Providing Day Care Services

Providing Domiciliary Care

Health Promotion Activities

Nearly New Shops

Providing Residential Care

Providing Training Opportunities for Older People

2. ACNI welcomes this opportunity to make known its views on the
Progress report on the Bill of Rights. We are active members of the
Human Rights Consortium, campaigning for a strong and inclusive Bill
of Rights for Northern Ireland.

3. As members of the Consortium, we have taken part in seminars
organised by the Commission as a way of informing our organisation
about the broader issues involved in formulating a Bill of Rights.

4. As members of the Consortium, we have taken part in discussions with
the political parties on how to move the process forward. We
welcome this Progress Report as another step towards a
comprehensive Bill of Rights, which will need to have widespread
support and ownership across the political spectrum and throughout
civic society if it is to become a reality.

5. Itis not clear as yet what progress will be made in the round of talks in
September aimed at restoring the Assembly, and what part a Bill of
Rights might play in those discussions. We hope however that the
Commission will emphasise to both the British and Irish Governments
that they have a duty as signatories to the Agreement to move the
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process on and establish a round table forum with themselves, the
political parties and civic society to move the Bill of Rights ahead.

6. We support the idea of a visionary, inspirational preamble to the Bill,
expressing the principles on which the Bill is based. We would also
support the Commissions view that this should stand alone as the
Preamble, and that the adoption process should not form any part of
the preamble or the Bill itself.

7. We accept that there are differing views about whether the Bill should
seek to mainstream ‘rights for all’ or have separate sections included in
the Bill on each main disadvantaged or vulnerable group. It is vital
however, that if the Commissions advice to the Government is to go
down the route of separate sections for each group, that older people
are included as one of these groups, and given their own section within
the Bill.

8. We would see the advantages of taking the mainstreaming approach,
which would take into account the multi identities of the communities
within Northern Ireland. It would recognise that whilst people have
individual human rights, they may choose to exercise these rights as a
member of a group or community, and that sometimes they may
exercise their rights as a member of more than one group, or exercise
different rights depending on the particular community they choose to
identify with at that time.

9. We would like to see a Bill of Rights which identifies the set of rights
that people are entitled too, and then states clearly that everyone is
entitled to these rights. A Right enshrined in the Bill might mean
different things to different sections of the community. If the Bill
enshrined the Right to education, it might be taken that for an older
person, it means that they should have the right to access a student
loan, a right currently denied to those over 54. To a young gay
teenager, it may mean the right to attend school without fear of
homophobic bullying. To a child with special needs, it might mean the
right to access an education that provided for those needs. If you take
the issue of housing, a right to housing might be taken by an older
person as meaning that they should not be discriminated against in the
Housing Executive house sales policy as is currently the case. To a
family from an ethnic minority, it might mean the right to live in peace
in a home of their choice without fear of racially motivated attack, and
the right to expect the state to protect them when under threat of such
attack. In formulating the Bill and giving its advice to the Secretary
of State, the Commission would do well to start from the premise of
looking at the practical issues they would like a Bill of Rights to be able
to deal with then formulating their advice to the Secretary of State in
this vein.
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